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We thus come back to our starting-point. While
there are close relations, psychological and logical,
between the scientific study of the ascertained facts of
illusion and the philosophic determination of what is
illusory in knowledge as a whole, the two domains
must be clearly distinguished. On purely scientific
ground we cannot answer the question, " How far does
illusion extend ?" The solution of this question must
be handed over to the philosopher, as one aspect of his
problem of cognition.

One or two remarks may, perhaps, be hazarded in
concluding this account of the relation of the scientific
to the philosophic problem of illusion. Science, as
we have seen, takes its stand on a stable consensus, a
body of commonly accepted belief. And this being so,
it would seem to follow, that so far as she is allowed
to interest herself in philosophic questions, she will
naturally be disposed to ask, What beliefs are shared in
by all minds, so far as normal and developed? In
other words, she will be inclined to look at universality

certain crises where experience testifies to a uniform tin trust worthi-
ness of the origin. For example, we may, on grounds of matter of
fact and experience, be disposed to distrust any belief that we
recognize as springing from an emotional source, from the mind's
feelings and wishes.

I may add that a so-called intuitive belief may refer to a matter of
fact which can be tested by the facts of experience and by scientific
methods. Thus, for example, the old and now exploded form of the
doctrine of innate ideas, which declared that children were born with
certain ideas ready made, might be tested by observation of childhood,
and reasoning from its general intellectual condition. The same
applies to the physiological theories of space-perception, supposed to
be based on Kant's doctrine, put forward in Germany by Johannes
Muller and the "nativistic school." (See my exposition and criticism
of these doctrines in Mind, April, 1878, pp. 1GS-178 and 103-195 )